
 

 

           Spring 2020 
 

Editor’s Opening remarks 
 
As I write this we are in total lockdown, having events scheduled either cancelled or postponed. The 
visit to the Fallas in Gandia , 17 March, became the first victim cancelled followed by the quiz and fish and 

chips supper at Senija, 1 April, and the postponement of the Flying Day at Muchamiel. Who knows when 
things will return to normal, if ever. As a consequence this edition is likely to be light on content. However, 
thanks to Colin and Sue McNae there is an interesting visit to India to enthrall you. 
 
Leonard Hewitt 
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Chairman’s Report 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Once more the clock has moved on and it is again time for me to put pen to paper (or press keys on my keyboard) 
and write my report for the Flyer.  In some ways this edition will not be too difficult to write as, for the past 8 
weeks we have all been confined to quarters with virtually no social contact other than bumping into people 
(metaphorically speaking) in the supermarket – my hearing has even become accustomed to understanding 
people when they speak through a face mask – I still remember the days when, during annual GDT we had to 
practice putting on our gas masks and try to understand each other in the ‘CS Gas chamber’, no mean feat! 
 
I do hope that you are keeping well and, notwithstanding the restrictions of lockdown, finding sufficient to keep 
yourselves busy during these difficult times.  I am delighted that we have been informed that those in our area 
of Spain have been permitted to move from Phase 0 to Phase 1 of the recovery process.  Whilst the 
improvements might not be too significant, compared to life in pre-Phase 0 times, this almost seems like 
freedom.  The warning, however, must not be ignored that whilst this is a step in the right direction, Spain is 
not yet out of trouble.  Although the statistics are showing improvement in the various casualty lists, there are 
still a significant number of new Covid19 cases being reported each day (3,480 as I draft this report) and there 



 

 

are over 100 daily deaths relating to the disease.  The recommendation must be that everyone must take 
extreme care and take every possible precaution to avoid contact with anyone who might be carrying the virus.  
Although in Spain, as elsewhere, the wearing of a facemask is only a ‘recommendation’ or is ‘advisable’ this 
advice must be treated with the greatest respect and a mask should always be worn whenever you are likely to 
come into contact with others. 
 
I hope that you will have received your copy of the RAFA Branch Newsletter sent by email last week by our 
colleagues at HQ.  This is full of useful information regarding the ongoing work of the Association and helps us 
to keep abreast of what is going on elsewhere across our organisation.  In particular, you will have noted that 
the Association Annual Conference, planned to be held in Blackpool in June, has been cancelled.  Likewise, the 
European Area Annual Conference and the Area Council meeting have also been cancelled.  The Area Council 
was due to meet early in April, but that was also cancelled due to the lockdown.  However, with the help of the 
Microsoft Teams conferencing system it was possible for members of the Area Council to meet ‘virtually’ to 
discuss various matters of importance – mostly we discussed items relating to the ‘Bognor Regis Resolution’ and 
the recommendations being proposed by (Central) Council.  As a result of these discussions a further revision 
to the (Central) Council recommendations is to be drafted and this will be forwarded to branches shortly.  As 
far as our own Area is concerned, relevant recommendations included a restructuring of the European Area and 
the 2 other Overseas Areas (South Africa Area and Independent Overseas Branches Area) into one Area to be 
known as the Overseas Area.  Additionally, an earlier recommendation, now rescinded (I am led to believe), 
extracted the 2 branches in the Channel Islands (Jersey and Guernsey) from the European Area and relocated 
them (against their wishes) into a new Southern Area in the UK – after several protests from the Area and the 
branches concerned this incomprehensible idea has been withdrawn.  However, (Central) Council and HQ are 
still looking at the possibility of combining the Republic of Ireland Branch (currently part of the European Area) 
into a new Area with the branches in Northern Ireland, against the wishes of the European Area Council – we will 
have to see the outcome of these discussions.  During the virtual meeting the Area Council also discussed a 
number of other ‘governance’ issues which I will not bore you with here. 
 
Just in case you think that I have been enjoying a break from RAFA business, I would like to point out that I have 
also been a member of 2 other Microsoft Teams conferences, the Branch and Membership Committee meeting 
and the Association President’s meeting with Association Leaders.  Although our Area Chairman, Brian Darke, 
should have taken part in the latter meeting, I was asked to stand in due to Brian’s current poor state of health 
– not Covid19 related.  So, life is just as busy as ever. 
 
I hope that you have all had a go at the quiz that I set you last month.  I realised subsequent to sending out the 
quiz that I had not given a finish date.  I believe that you have now had ample time to find all the answers, most 
of which were relatively straight-forward, and I would like you to send me your answers by not later than 1700 
hrs Monday 25th May.  Good luck. 
 
I cannot say yet when it will be possible for us to hold future meetings or social gatherings.  Decision on this will 
rest entirely with the Spanish government.  If circumstances relating to the lockdown continue to improve 
during the coming weeks it might be possible to hold our next monthly branch meeting in July, but this is by no 
means certain.  I will keep in touch with you in this respect. 
 
In the meantime, keep safe and keep well. 
 
My very best wishes 
 
Bob  

 



 

 

 
 
 
Luncheon at Montevideo 
 
On Sunday, 23 February, 18 members enjoyed luncheon at the Montevideo restaurant in Benitachell. Food was 
served on hot stone so that diners could cook the steak or salmon to their own taste.  A new experience for 
most, well appreciated. 

    
 
Leonard Hewitt 
 
 

GOLDEN WEDDING, GOLDEN TRIANGLE 

 

Our golden wedding trip to India had been planned for many months but as coronavirus began to run 

amok in Wuhan we began to wonder if it would ever happen. We were checking on a daily basis with 

our tour company, Riviera Travel, who kept reassuring us that it was going ahead. This remained the 

case and we flew from Heathrow on the evening of 9 March landing at Indira Gandhi 

 



 

 

         
 

Arrival in India 

 

International Airport, Delhi the following morning. After queuing up for visa checks and again to have 

our temperatures taken we finally met up with the rest of the group and our tour guide, Chris, who led 

us out to our tour bus and introduced us to our local guide, Parul, and our bus driver, Sanjeev. With the 

luggage loaded we boarded the bus where the busboy’s first job was to issue us with bottles of water, 

bottles of hand sanitizer and face masks. 

 

Before transferring to our hotel we were taken to visit the tallest stone-built tower in India, the Qutub 

Minaret. Built in the 12th century it is part of one of the oldest mosque complexes on the subcontinent. 

The tower stands 240 feet high with a 47-foot diameter at the base reducing to 9 feet at the top, all 



 

 

Qutub minaret          Ghandi memorial 

 

covered in beautiful carvings. Inside is a 379-step spiral staircase which we did NOT attempt. We were 

then taken to our first hotel, the 5-star Taj Palace, situated in a part of Delhi occupied by many foreign 

embassies. Arriving at the hotel we once again had temperatures checked and had to fill in forms 

stating which countries we had been in recently. 

 

 

          
 
Old Delhi            Old mosque in old Delhi 
 

Next morning we boarded our bus for a tour of Delhi. Driving past India Gate (along the lines of 

Marble Arch) and the Parliament building, we came first to Raj Ghat. This is a memorial to Mahatma 

Gandhi, India’s founding father, set in beautifully manicured gardens. Next we drove into Old Delhi. 

My goodness, what an experience! Hundreds of narrow alleyways between very decrepit looking 

buildings and absolutely teeming with humanity as well as dogs, goats, sheep and cows. At ground 

level were shops, each about the size of a garage with a roll down front, with living accommodation 

above all seemingly held together by the most horrendous electric cabling we had ever seen. In the 

midst of all this stood our next visit, Jama Masjid, the largest active mosque in India able to hold 

25,000 worshippers. 

 

Our final visit in Delhi was to the tomb of the Mogul Emperor Humayun built in the 15th century. It was 

commissioned by his chief wife, Bega Begum, and was the first Persian designed garden tomb in India. 

It marked the expansion of Mogul architecture throughout the subcontinent. It is known as the 

‘Dormitory of the Moguls’ because the whole complex houses more than 100 graves. Its style set a 

trend which reached its zenith with the building of the Taj Mahal.  

 

In hindsight I think my lasting impression of Delhi would be of magnificent buildings in beautifully 

manicured gardens cheek by jowl with a sea of humanity living in conditions that can only be described 

as semi squalid. 



 

 

 
 

Humayun’s tomb 

 

After this we were leaving Delhi to drive to Agra. Our bus pulled up at traffic lights at a major junction 

with 5 lanes of vehicles all constantly sounding horns. The lights turned green, Sanjeev put the bus in 

gear and accelerated – nothing!! It became obvious quite quickly that the clutch had failed. Surrounded 

by endless traffic (and a few cows!) we wondered what would happen next. After a phone call to the 

bus HQ a guy very quickly arrived on a scooter to assess the situation, within half an hour a new bus 

arrived and was manoeuvred into place alongside, shutting off yet another lane, the luggage was moved 

on to the new bus and the passengers were escorted safely across. Then we were on our way again, 

very impressed by the efficiency displayed. 

 

Late in the afternoon we arrived at the Oberoi Trident Hotel in Agra for two nights. Early next morning 

we set off to visit the Taj Mahal. Entering though a gateway impressive in its own right, ahead stood 

the world famous building we had all seen a thousand times in photos. It really is spectacularly 

beautiful and the closer one gets the more beautiful it becomes as the workmanship becomes more 

apparent. It was built by the Mogul emperor, Shah Jahan for his beloved wife Mumtaz Mahal who died 

giving birth to their fourteenth child. Building began in 1632 and was completed in 1643. 20,000 

artisans worked on its construction. Everything about the complex is symmetrical. To one side of the 

mausoleum a mosque was built and, in order to keep the symmetry, an identical building was erected at 

the other side which was used as a guest house. 

 



 

 

   
 

Taj Mahal       Agra Fort 

 

Our next visit was to the Agra Fort built of red sandstone. This was the capital of the Mogul Empire 

until 1638 when the capital was moved to Delhi. Although described as a fort it is essentially a walled 

city covering 94 acres and containing various palaces and audience chambers. A portion of the fort is 

still used as a garrison by the Indian Army. 

 

To be continued … 

 

Sue McNae 

 

 
20 Questions 
 
1. Afrikaans is a derivative of which other language? 
2. The correct name for the Northern Lights is Aurora Borealis. What is the correct name for the 
Southern Lights? 
3. Which large animal is thought to produce its own suntan lotion from natural skin secretions? 
4. In which country were David Beckham and Posh Spice married? 
5. The Great Orme is a prominent feature in which Welsh town? 
6. Which poem by Kipling ends with the line “And which is more, you´ll be a man, my son”? 
7. Which ground is home to Warwickshire County Cricket Club? 
8. Which British singer had hits with “From Russia with love” and “Softly as I leave you”? 
9. In a theatre what name is given to the part of the stage that projects into the audience? 
10. Which mythical creature had the head and body of a lion and the wings and talon of an eagle? 
11. What is produced by the bacterial fermentation of milk? 
12. Which breed of goat produces mohair? 
13. In Monopoly what colour are Bow St, Vine St and Marlborough St? 
14. Which alcoholic drink translates into English as Aunt Mary? 
15. Which is the most southerly capital city in Europe? 



 

 

16. The Nags Head was the pub in which classic sit com? 
17. In literature who owned a dog called Bullseye? 
18. After whom is Delhi International Airport named? 
19. Often referred to in reports from war zones what do the letters IED stand for? 
20. From which family of flowers does the vanilla pod come? 
 
Sue McNae 

 
Answers 
1. Dutch  2. Aurora Australis  3. Hippopotamus  4. Ireland  5. Llandudno  6. ”If”  7. Edgbaston  
8. Matt Monro  9. Apron  10. Griffon 11. Yoghurt  12. Angora  13. Orange  14. Tia Maria  15 . 
Valletta  16. Only Fools And Horses  17. Bill Sykes  18. Indira Gandhi  19. Improvised Explosive 
Device  20. Lily 

 
Forthcoming Events 
 
Flying day at Muchamiel. tba 

 
 
Contact 
 

All articles ideally electronically and not locked, or copy protected and good quality photographs, which 
you own or have publishing rights, to the Editor: Leonard D Hewitt 

Email: rafancbbflyer@gmail.com  Tel: 965 973 459 

Next Deadline:  Items no later than 1 September 2020, please 

RAFA NCB Branch:   rafa-ncb.org.uk 

http://www.rafa-ncb.org.uk/


 

 

Useful Information  

 
Police & Fire 

National Police  091 

Fire Service   095 

Electricity (Iberdrola) 901 202 021 

 

Hospitals 

Dénia Hospital (La Jara)   966 429 000 

Help Desk Dénia Hospital   966 429 346 

Emergencies 112 

Pedrera Hospital (Dénia)  965 579 700 

Alicante General   965 938 300 

Universitario Valencia   961 622 300 

Help Organisations 

Help of Dénia & Equipment   966 427 044 

Hospital de Villajoyosa   966 859 800 



 

 

Dénia Emergency Equipment    966 427 044 

 

Other Information 

Help of Dénia Interpreters   966 427 044 

British Consulate   965 216 022 

Help of Benidorm    607 387 040 

Help (Benidorm) Equipment   663 495 396 

Help of Campello & San Juan    965 638 259 

Alicante Airport    966 919 000 

Valencia Airport   961 598 500 

 
     (Leonard Hewitt, May 2020) 


